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When Congress reconvenes this week, Washington will be flooded with 

mumbo jumbo, douhle talk, technical talk, contradictory talk and baseless 

talk about just what the sale of AWACS-equipped aircraft to Saudi ~rabia 

will mean for the Middle East in ocneral and for Israel in particular~ 

Though the hea:vy-$cale bombara.Jnent of Congre.ss~nen is yet to come, 

the themes hav~ already been established t~rough a wide assortment of 

"information" carefully leaked by the Administration to thf! press. 

The centerpiece of the new Reagan Administration "insicle information" 

is an"agreement r. supposedly negotiated over the last several months be-

tween the United States and Saudi Arabia on the AWACS sale. 

It is important to note t.ltat this "agreement" is not in writing, was 

not witnessed by any newsmen, and is guaranteed by no named officials 

either American or Saudi. There is absolutely no way for Israel or Israel's 

friends in the United States to verify the alleged provisions. 

Now to the agreement. The Saudis supposedly have agreed to allow 

U.S. technicians to keep track of the P..~714.CS activities. Remember, after 

an initial training period the planes themselves will be flown and main

tained by Saudis. 

Even if there is such an agreement, I deem it of no value. ~e 

American technicians will undoubtedly become sympathizers of the Saudis 

and willing collaborators on surveillance projects which seem to t.~em of 

value. In general, A~erican military and ~iplomatic personnel assigned 

to Arab countries have an infamous record of becoming apologists and even 

agents for the government of their host countries . 
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~le most ridiculous prov~sion of the invisible agreement stipulates 

that the Saudis will use their A~~ACS in areas other than the sensitive 

north'\'lest region of their country proximate to Israel an~ Jordan. This 

flatly contracicts previously statec. Reagan .1'.c1rninistration policy. 

According to Administration spokesnen, the Saudis are to have their 

own AWl!CS rather than rely on American AT·TACS no~., stationed there as a 

matter of "national pride': . How can we possibly reconcile this concern 

for national pride with an agreement un0er which the ~~ericans tell the 

Saudis just '\ihere they can and \'/here they cannot fly their m·m AT-'7ACS 

planes? 

During the days to come we are going to hear a lot of technical 

talk about how t."le A!,<'JACS the Saudis are getting are not the really 

terrific to:;>-notch Af'lACS that they originally ordered . Citizens and 

Congressmen with little technical background are gain~ to be told ~;at 

tl1e computers have reduced capacity, that the "data-linked communications 

system" has been replaced "lith an inferior voice-communications arranqe-

ment , etc., etc. The Saudis are not about to pay s everal billion dollars 

for a gismo they could put together themselves ~'lith parts from Radio 

Shack. Changes or no changes, AWACS delivered to Saudi Arabia if that 

unfortunate event should take place -- will have an awesome power to 

survey both land an~ air , and to provide lethally valuable strate~ic 

data and command . 

ANACS i n Saudi hands, regardless of the r.etails or even ~;e exist-

ence of an agreement with the United States to limit their use, could 

permanently tip the balance of military power against Israel. I do not 

believe that there is any argument ~hat would justify taking this risk. 
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